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religion by the entire local sections of certain castes and not
only of a few individuals. As a result of such religious changes
the social solidarity of the group has rarely been undermined;
the power and influence of the caste panchayat has generally
remained unaffected; and the feeling of corporate life has sel-
dom disappeared. Even after conversion- an endogamous group
continues to be endogamous; and not only that, infringement of
rules relating* to exogamy is not tolerated. There is little social
contact between converts recruited from different castes. In
short, the essential features of caste life are retained even after
conversion.

Some men there are who advocate conversion of the depress-
ed classes to other religions as a solution for most of the ills of
these people. They hold that a spiritual rebirth will give these
people a new conception of God, will help them form a new
opinion of themselves, will remove the inhibitions from which
they suffer/ and will develop self-confidence in them. These
changes will enable them to seize the opportunities available
and will thus result in their general social and economic bet-
terment. But against this it is suggested that belief in a personal
God is not easy to acquire and we cannot expect to bring about
spiritual regeneration by mass conversions. The spiritual trans-
formation of the individual requires intensive religious instruc-
tion and even then it may be possible only in a few cases. Very
few of the converts, who are the products of mass conversions,
have had any new spiritual experience.1 In many cases there
is only a light veneer of the new religion superimposed on a
firm mass of old beliefs and practices.

According to some people most of the converts to Christia-
nity and other religions have changed faith purely from secular
motives. It is undeniable that the majority of them are despa-
rately poor and are oppressed by landlords. They need allies
who would support them in their fight against the Zamindar and
would help them in their struggle against starvation. In many
cases they cast their lot with the Christians partly because they

1 In regard to ihe depressed class converts to Christianity many emi-
nent Indian Christians hold similar views. See Raj Kumari Amrit Kaur's
letter to Mahatma Gandhi in Christian Missions, Their Place in India, by
Gandhiji, pp. 123-5.